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An Account of fime of the Natural things, with which the Inel.
ligent and Inqwifitive Signor Paulo Boccone, of Sicily, hath
lately prefented ths Royal Society, and enriched their Repofi-
tory.

{'Iong& the many curiofities, making up this handfom
A Prefent; we fhall here particularly take notice of thefe
followiog :

1. Of the un-common piecesof €oral red and whites of
both which feme are ramified in folid mafly bodies 5 others
(therarer fort,) are Corallin incruftations upon truly wood-
den and brarchy fticks,and do terminate in fmall and tender
Corallin buttons or flowers3 infome of which the Prefenter
aftirm’d to have, upon {queezing them,found a laiZeons Juice.
Himlelf having been prefent at the Coral-fithing ia theChan-
nel of Meffinay which feparates €alabria from Sicily,relates in
a letter of his, written on that fubjet to Signor Azarcherti,
Profe{ior of the Mathematiquesat Pifa, that, beforethe Co~
ral-fithers drew their nets out of the water, he immerfed
his hand and arm into the Sea to feel, whether the Coral was
foft under the water before it was drawn up iato-the air, and
found italtogether hard, except the round end, above-men-
tioned under the name of button ; which having been bruifed
with bis pails, he found it made up of five or fix little cells,
tu'l ofa white and fomewhat mucilaginous liquor,refemb'ing
that milky Juice, found in Summer in the long cods of the
herb, call'd Fluvialis piftana foliis denticulatis, {poken of by
Joh.Baukinws, This Corallin juice he calls Lever, becaufe
haviug tafted it himfelf, aswell as the Marioers did, they
always found it of a (harpand adltringent tafte, in fuch pie-
ces as came recently out of the Sca; thofe that are dried
locfing that part of the tafte whichis acrimonious, and re-
taiging only thar which is adftringent : Which chinge of
calte he offirms to be made in about fix hours 2fter the Ceral
hath beendrawn ups inwhich time al{uthe fiid Leven, that
isicclofed ia the porcs, is dried, and hath changed its co-
lour.  He incliaes ftrongly to the opinion ¢f thofe who con-
ceive,thst theloug concoltion of the ferment fizes the parts,
and preduces the red colour, efpecially beiog near tothe
hard coralyand the red vermillion,which furrounds it
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This Obferver, haviog engaged the ingenious Monficur
Guifony o impart to him his thoughts concerning that famous
Queftion,Whether Coral be a Vegetable , received for anfwer,
That 'tis fo far from being a Plant, that ’tis a meer Mineral,
compofed of much Salt and a little Earth; and that tis: form’d
into that fubftauce by a precipitation of divers Salts, that en-
fues upon the encounter of the Earth with thofe Salts 5 after
the manper of the known Metallique Tree, whichin a very
little time is formd and increaled by the fetling and combina-
tion of Mercury and Silver, diffolv’'d in Aqua fortis,and after-
wards caft inta common water 5 the parts of this Mineral and
Metal joining themfelves to one another. Whichthing alfo
happens in fome fubterraneous Grotto’s,where by a continual
and long fall of water-drops many forts of figures,and, a.
mongft them, fhapes of little treesare formed. This fenti.
ment he confirms by alledging,that he can thew a Salt of Co-
ral,which,being calt into water,and there diffolved, upon the
evaporation of that water by a gentle heat is prefently coa-
gulated, and converted ioto ftore of fmall fticks, refembling
alittle forreft,

2, Acertain ftony f{ubftance, that is fiffile, and hath the
fcent of bitumen, complicated and laid together membran-
like, and found in the Hyblean mountains of Sicily, near 2.
lelli, neighbouring upon the town of 4uguita, and the ancient
Mgara, Being burnt in a Candle, the bituminous {mell will
foon be perceived 5 and s affirm’d,that this ftony body, be-
ing recently fever'd from its mine and bed, is flexible like pa-

er; butbeinglong c¢xpofed to the Air and Sun, becemes

rangible. Aod the herbs, that grow on this ftove,do infinu-
ate their fibers and roo:s between the feveral coats of the
fame. Itmay deferve to haveits ufes examioed, there be-
ing found whole hillocks cover'd with it.

3. A notordinary fangui-fuga or Leech, found flicking falt
in the fith called Xipbias or Sword-fifh,{lightly meaticn’d by
Gefner inhisbook de dquatilibus, and Fobujies in 1 buok de
Pifcibus, Our Prefentergives it the name L{ Hirndo or Acus
caudé wirinque pemnati,becaule of its workiug it ®lfintothe
fleth,and fucking the Llcod of tae f2id Fifh.tle defc:ibesic to
be cf about four incheslong s the belly of it white cartilapis
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nous and tranfparent 5 without eyes or head (that he could
oblerve,) butin {tead of a head,it hath a hollow {oout encom-
pafled with a very hard membrane, differing in colour and
fubftarce from the belly 5 which foout it thrufts whole into
the body of the fifh, (as ftrongly asan auger is wound into a
piece of wood,) and fillsit full of blood unto the very ori-
fice. It hatha tail fhaped like a feather, ferving for its moti-
on,and,under it, two filaments or {lender {ibres, longer than
the whole Infe,whercby, it feems, it clings about ftones or
herbs,and fticks the clofer in the body of the Sword-fith; of
whichit attacks thofe parts only, where the fins of the fith
cannot touch or trouble it 3 the Obferver affirmiog, that he
hath often found it fticking in the back and in the belly, and
fometimes clofe to the head,fometimes clofe to the tail of that
fith,but always far enough from the fins, Within its belly he
noted fome veflels,like fmall guts,reaching from one end of it
to the other, which by the preflure of his nail he made reach
to the orifice of the faout, whence they retired back of them-
felvesto their natural fcicuation 5 they feeming to be the in-
ftruments for fucking the blood, becaule the fnout s in it felf
an empty part,defticute of fibres and valves to draw and fuck
with 3 whereasthe{e ve{lzls have a motion refembling that of
a pump,in which the fnout of this animal ferves for a fucker,
drawing the blood from one end to the other: And the belly
of thisInfe@ being framed ring-wife, the ftruture ferves to
thruft the faid inner vefftls uato theorifice of the trunk, and
to draw them back again, This creature as it tormeats the
Swordfith, fo it is,by our Obfervers relation,vexed it felf by
another Infeét,which he callsa Lomfe,of an afh colour, faftned
towards the tail of this Leech as fermly, as afea-foailisto a
rock.’ Tis of the bignefs cf a pea,and hathan opeving,wheace
come out many {mail winding aad hairy threds. It hathnot
been chferved, (as far as our Author could learn,)
to trouble, or to be upon, any other snimal than this
Leech.

4. Aparcel of Sal Armoniac, brought away from Sicily,
where it had been gather’d ia the late fiery Eruption of
Moun: Ztna, havicg been there found copioully, fome days
afer that the fire was extinguifhe, upon the farface of t?at
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ferruginous matter which was left of the burnt minerals. This
Salt, he faith, wasfome of it as yellow as faffron, fome like ci.
tron-colour, fome white, and fome greenifh 5 which colors
though they may feem to come from the feveral forts of Mines
of Iron,Brafs, 8¢ whence theSalt iffuessyet confidering theEx-
periment made with it by Signor Borelli in his Hiftory of the
late Burning of Ztna (of which an Account was given in
Numb.7 5, of thefe Tralls,) it was a Fa&titious Salt, fuch asis
fold in fhops, beinga concrete of Niter, Sulphuraond Vitriol
burnt and fublimed. For, it feems, when he found (o great
a plenty of this Salt, and had heard, that the force of Gun-
powder was highly increafed by the mixture of SalArmoniac,
and thence conceived, that this Salt might have much coa-
tributed to the conflagration of this Mountain, and to the
fufion of the fabulous,and the fluxing of the vitreous matter 3
he, foratryal, added fome of this Sa! Armoniacto pulveri.
fed fulphur and niter ;5 but found, to his amazement, that it
was fo far from being kindled by fire, that it manifeftly hin-
dred the accenfion of the Brimftone and Salt-peter, which
were even extinguifh’t by it as if water had been powr'd on
them : And the fame happen’d, upon the addition of pow-
der’d coals, wont to be mix’'d in common gun-powder.
Which Experiment, h¢ adds, made him fufpe, that this sa/
Armoniac, found about Ztna, had not been exiltent in thofe
caverns from the beginning , but that ’tis fattitious, as was
hioted above.

For the other particalars of this Prefent, confilting of
many Figur'd Stones, Skellsy Gloffo-petras, Fijbesy Plants,Mi-
neral Bezoards of Sicily, &c 5 we fhall not here enlarge upon
them, as being already defcribed ia many Authors,
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